“OFT  WE  COME  TOGETHER”

Paul reports, “That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:  and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat:  this is my body which is broken for you:  this do in remembrance of me.  After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood:  this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Therefore it is God’s will for his people to observe the Lord’s supper often.  Exactly how often is not stated here but is revealed in Acts 20:7 which says, “And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them.”  We are commanded to follow Paul’s example (Philippians 4:9).  Since Paul left us an example of assembling with Christians on the first day of the week to eat the Lord’s supper and engage in other acts of worship, we please God by doing the same.  Furthermore, since no other day is revealed on which Christians ate the Lord’s supper, we please God by limiting our observance of it to the day that is revealed and by not adding to God’s word (Revelation 22:18) any day other than the first day of the week, which of course is Sunday.


It is not insignificant that God said, first day of the “week”, and since every week has a first day, that is exactly how often the Lord’s will is for us to come together to worship him and eat the Lord’s supper.  Acts 20:7  is not the only place where we catch a glimpse of the apostle Paul’s zeal for meeting together with God’s people repeatedly and regularly for worship.  According to Acts 11:26, he and Barnabas, for a whole year, “assembled themselves with the church.”  He said to the church at Corinth, “When ye come together to eat” (1 Corinthians 11:33), implying once again the repetitiveness and regularity associated with the Lord’s supper and worship to God.


In Hebrews 10:25 we read, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:  and so much the more as ye see the day approaching.”  Please observe that even in those early days of the church, some brethren were already failing to attend services like they should.  They were forsaking the assembling of themselves with the saints, and doing so with regularity.  The word “manner” means “custom” or “routine”.  Thus, some already were routinely “forsaking” meeting together with God’s people for worship.  Of course, this also means that God’s people must have been meeting customarily and routinely in the first place for some to be able to forsake such meetings.  The importance of routinely meeting together with God’s people is twofold.  First, to worship God.  Second, to “exhort one another”.  How we view assembling with Christians for worship is probably a good indication of how we view our responsibility to God and the brethren in general.
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